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• Small-scale

• Average 20 or fewer employees

• National & international market 

• Locally sourced

• Higher wages

Production is Changing

Photo Credit: shopstitchandrivet.com @ilanapreuss



More Avenues for Sales
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People as an Amenity

Photo credit: 5M, Forest City



Economic Resiliency

54% of 
new jobs

@ilanapreussPhoto Credit: Recast City



Higher Wages – including without college degree

@ilanapreussSource: Brookings Institute, America’s Advanced Industries, 2016



Local Power
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What is the placemaking opportunity?

@ilanapreussPhoto Credit: Rhinegeist.com

• Increase diversity of tenant types

• New users for older buildings

• Bring people out for events to see 
production

• Grow and keep more businesses and 
good jobs in town



Who are these businesses?
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Makerspace – hobbyists, tinkerer, startups & training

@ilanapreussPhoto Credit: Recast City



@ilanapreussPhoto Credit: Mess Hall DC

Shared Kitchen/Shared Woodshop – small businesses share tools with select few



Craft/Maker Industries – 500 sqft – micro-retail or artisan loft
Photo Credit: Stich & Rivet @ilanapreuss



Prototyping to Small-Scale Production – 1,000-2,000 sqft or 2,000-10,000 sqft
Photo Credit: CBS Local, San Francisco, 11/27/14 @ilanapreuss



Production at Scale – good neighbors, modern & clean manufacturing – brewery, 
film production, electronics, textiles

@ilanapreussPhoto Credit: Rhinegeist.com



What is the placemaking opportunity? (In case you missed it)

@ilanapreussPhoto Credit: Rhinegeist.com

• Increase diversity of tenant types

• New users for older buildings

• Bring people out for events to see 
production

• Grow and keep more businesses 
and good jobs in town



What does this mean for 
main street?
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Buchanan Street, North Nashville, TN

@ilanapreussSource: http://www.tennessean.com/



Buchanan Street, North Nashville, TN

@ilanapreussSource: http://www.bizjournals.com/nashville



Rhode Island Avenue Main Street, DC
@ilanapreussSource: Google Maps



Rhode Island Avenue Main Street, Washington, DC

@ilanapreussPhoto Credit: Recast City



Brookside Avenue, Indianapolis, IN
@ilanapreussPhoto Credit: Recast City



Brookside Avenue, Indianapolis, IN

@ilanapreussSource: Google Maps



How do we create it?
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1.  Build from local skills, your history, & local cultures
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2.  Make connections between businesses



Zone for it
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3.  Code for it – new construction & REUSE
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4.  Provide financing for it (and underwrite it differently)

New Market Tax Credits/Historic Preservation Tax 
Credits

Community Land Trust

Community Development Corporation

EB-5 Investments

Underwrite projects to include low-cost maker leases
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5.  Support diverse business development



Ilana Preuss
Founder
ilana@recastcity.com
@ilanapreuss

www.RecastCity.com




